
Bernice Temanson
February 16, 1914 - November 27, 2004

Longtime Bismarck educator, Bernice Temanson, 90, died November 27,
2004, at her home. Services will be held at 11:00 AM on Tuesday at Zion
Lutheran Church in Bismarck with the Rev. Thomas R. Marcis, Jr. officiating.
Burial will be at the Underwood Cemetery. There will be no public visitation.
Loretta Bernice Temanson was born February 16, 1914, in Eckman, Bottineau
County, North Dakota, the fourth of seven children of Gilbert and Ragna Lee
Temanson. The family lived in Omemee and St. Joe before moving to
Underwood in 1924. As a girl, Bernice, a musical prodigy and accomplished
pianist, sang and played piano at church and community affairs, often with her
two sisters. She was also interested in sports, taking part in basketball, track,
and softball kittenball in high school and beyond. Bernice graduated from
Underwood High School in 1931 as salutatorian of her class. She attended
Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota, from 1931 - 1932. She then
attended Minot State Teacher's College, where she received a teaching
certificate in 1934, and a Bachelor of Science degree in Education in 1949.
She also attended the MacPhail School of Music in Minneapolis in 1937. Her
first teaching assignment was in Dunn Center in 1934, where she taught
music and coached the girls' basketball team for four years during the
Depression. Her next schools were in Marmarth two years and Kenmare four
years. In the mid-1940s she moved to Bismarck and taught music in the
Bismarck Public School system, first at Richholt School and then at a number
of public grade schools. She also was a classroom teacher at Richholt for



many years. She transferred to Hughes Junior High, where she taught
reading, history, and music, eventually teaching only reading. She retired from
teaching in 1978 after 43 years of service. Dunn Center dedicated a recent
yearbook to Bernice and invited her as a special guest to that year's reunion,
an honor she treasured. Over the years, many former students kept in touch
with her by letter, phone calls, or with personal visits. Bernice was a
thoughtful, caring person. She was considered a "second mother"' by many of
her nieces and nephews, whose lives were often made easier because of her
generous assistance. She was an active member of the Lutheran Women's
Missionary League at Zion Lutheran Church, Retired Teacher's Association,
and the Republican Party. For several years she served as a "Meals-on-
Wheels" volunteer, and also served as a "caller," calling elderly shut-ins on her
list daily to check on their needs. She enjoyed traveling, watching sporting
events, reading, playing the piano, and sewing often sewing clothes for
families of her nieces and nephews. Bernice is survived by one brother, Allen
Temanson of Killdeer; and three sisters-in-law, Dorothy Erland Temanson of
St. Paul, Minnesota, Adeline "Lin" Allen Temanson of Killdeer, and Lorraine
"Wessie" Milt Temanson of Mesa, Arizona. She also leaves five nephews and
five nieces: Erland's sons, Lee Ardelle Temanson of Maple Grove, Minnesota,
and Glen Janice Temanson of Bonita Springs, Florida; Alvina's children, Jo
Ann Nick Winistorfer of Pick City, and David Luyben of Bismarck; Gertrude's
son, Gary Phyllis Torske of Tioga; Allen?s children, Diane Temanson of
Dickinson, Paul Marge Temanson of Minot, and Kaye Temanson of Fargo; and
Milton's daughters, Karen Eckelberg of Tucson, Arizona, and Joyce Mike
Reimnitz of Castle Rock, Colorado; as well as numerous great and great-great
nephews and nieces. She was preceded in death by her parents; five siblings,
Erland Temanson, Alvina Luyben, Gertrude Torske, Stanley Temanson, and
Milton Temanson; two brothers-in-law, Virgil Luyben and John Torske; one
sister-in-law, Pauline "Polly" Stanley Temanson; and one nephew, Robert
"Bob" Luyben.





Tribute Wall

JW

Jo Ann Luyben Winistorfer - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Bernice was the surrogate "mom" and "grandma" for me and my
family. She opened her home and her heart to me, and had a
profound positive influence on my life. She was my shoulder to cry
on, my mentor, my friend, my prayer partner. She was also a great
encourager, for everything from projects at work to my co-publishing
a book, "Tracing Your Dakota Roots." In fact, she helped proofread
the book!I can't say enough about the many things she did for my
family?from baby-sitting with kids and grandkids and remembering
them at birthdays and holidays, to getting involved when they
needed help. She has always been there for us...my brothers Dave
and Bob now deceased, my husband Nick and me...and she leaves
a great big hole in our hearts. Though she has gone from us, she
will live on in our hearts always.



MB

Mary Brand - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Bernice didn't have children of her own, but she was adored by
many "kids" both in her family and at school!! I lived just around the
corner from her for most of my jr. high and high school years and
was a very blessed girl to spend many Sunday afternoons with her
at her apartment. She taught me history at school,but what really
COUNTED was everything I left with after each visit to her home!!!
After moving to Seattle in 1967, I would plan a trip "back home" to
Bismarck only if I knew Bernice would be in town to have another
"little visit" stocking up with her supportive and positive approach to
life! Such a gentle, kind,selfless, loving "lady." Since her passing,I
have gotten to know her niece Jo Ann quite well and I think that
Bernice is just as delighted as I am to be able to continue that
special friendship awhile longer through her niece. I appreciate that
Jo Ann!! Bernice has a special place in my heart and I know that
someday we will see each other again and maybe she can teach
me how to play the piano!! Mary Brand, Hughes Jr. High, 1959 to
1962, BHS class of 1965


