
Ellen H Romsaas
January 7, 1917 - December 5, 2010

Ellen H. Romsaas, 93, died December 5, 2010 at MedCenterOne in Bismarck,
ND, after complications from a fall. Services will be held at 11:00 am Friday,
December 10, at Faith Lutheran Church, Bismarck, with Rev. Wes Aardahl
officiating. Burial will be held in Sunset Memorial Gardens, Bismarck.
Visitation will be held from 2pm – 9 pm Thursday at Eastgate Funeral Service,
Bismarck, and will continue one hour prior to the service at the church. Ellen
was born January 7, 1917, to Elling and Minnie Westrum Stenson on the
family farm north of Turtle Lake, North Dakota, along with her twin brother,
Elmer. She and Elmer were baptized at home on February 2, 1917, even
though the church was only a half mile away, because the church was too
cold. It wasn't heated every day. They were confirmed at St. Olaf Lutheran
Church. Ellen was educated at the country school a mile and a half from
home, where she later taught all eight grades. After graduating from Turtle
Lake High School, Ellen served as secretary for the Rural Electric Cooperative
in Garrison for several years, helping to bring electricity to McLean County. On
September 1, 1946, Ellen married Dale M. Romsaas of Ryder, ND, and was
his loving wife until his death in 1984. Ellen also taught school at the Blue Hill
country school near Ryder for a year while Dale farmed with his father on the
family farm. Over the next 30 years, her husband's work with Farmer's Union
and Dakota Concrete Products took them to Garrison, Towner, Williston,
Rapid City, Bismarck, and Jamestown, where they made many friends. Ellen
worked at the State Capital in the Motor Vehicle Department. While in



Jamestown, Ellen and Dale managed the Jameshouse Retirement
Community and were active members of Atonement Lutheran Church. Ellen
enjoyed caring for her beloved mother, Minnie, in her home until her mother
was 98 years old. 

 After her husband's death, Ellen moved to Bismarck to be near family and
friends. Ellen loved to cook, bake, garden and can. She always had canned
peaches, pears, and cherries on hand. She was known for her Norwegian
spritz cookies, lefsa, krumkake, rosettes, and other Norwegian baked goods.
Ellen loved people and loved to entertain and visit with her many friends and
family members. She especially looked forward to the Westrum family
reunions and stayed close with all her relatives. Even in her 90's, Ellen would
send out 70 – 80 Christmas cards and letters. Ellen was a member of Faith
Lutheran Church in Bismarck, active in quilting, Friendship Circle, and Mary
Martha Circle/Bible Study. Ellen is survived by two sons Dean Gloria of Buda,
TX, and Lonnie Jennifer of Bismarck, one daughter, Audrey Thompson,
Abilene, TX; one sister-in-law, Elsie Stenson, Marshall, MN; five
grandchildren, Kirk Carol Romsaas and Jodi Loucks of Bismarck, Amber
Engebretson of Austin, TX, Birgitta Michael Black, of Lubbock, TX, Addison
Thompson, Abilene, TX; two great-grandsons, Michael Dale Black and Reed
Lonnie Romsaas; and many nieces, nephews and their families. She is
preceded in death by her parents, her husband, Dale; four brothers, Harold,
Alvin, Burnett, and twin Elmer; and sisters-in-laws Lillian and Violet. In lieu of
flowers, Ellen preferred donations to Faith Lutheran Church.
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renae - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Jennifer, So sorry to hear about your loss. I enjoyed getting to know
Ellen while she was on west view. My thoughts & prayers are with
you & your family. ReNae Ihringer

Faye Karna - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Romsaas Family, I am the recorder for the Ryder Historical Society
and wanted you to know that your mom's obituary will be placed in
their records for future reference. I also would like to obtain one for
your father, Dale, if at all possible. A copy of one would be great. If
possible, send it to the Ryder Historical Society C/O Faye Karna,
20510 184th St. SW, Ryder, 58779. I am a good friend of Muriel
Streeper Peterson of Ryder, Esther's daughter. She is the one who
informed me of your mom's death. Sorry for your lose. Faye

Julie Smith - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

What a joy to know your Mother and Grandmother is rejoicing in the
arms of the Lord. Sweet Gitta, we are praying for you and all your
family at this time. Love, Julie and Gary

Joyce & John Rasmussen - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Your mom always had such a nice smile and it was so good to visit
with her. My mom was Pearl Anderson and they were first cousins.
Our hearts go out to all of you in love and prayers.
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Primrose Retirement Community - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Thank you for sharing Ellen with us. She was a wonderful, caring,
warm person and she will be deeply missed. God's Blessings to
your family. Take care - Melanie Soupir & Staff.

Don & Wanda Middleton - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Our thoughts & prayers are with the Romsaas family.

Julie Wade - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I was thinking today what a privilege it was to get to know your
mother as I fixed her hair when she came to town. Thinking of you
all...praying for peace and strength. Much love, Julie

Meg Kamrath Nathan - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Dear Audrey, Lonnie and family, My thoughts and prayers are with
you all. I remember your mother as such a smiley lady, bustling
around the church - whatever was going on. A very lovely person.
God bless you and keep you during this time.

Heather Foster - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

My thoughts and prayers go to your family for your loss. Ellen was
an amazing lady. I had the privilage to get to know her while i was
employed at Primrose. I will miss her laughs, hugs, and stories.
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Vicki Peterson - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Ellen was a very special aunt. There was no one who loved to visit
more than she - either by phone or in person. When I would call her,
we could easily spend 30 minutes or more visiting. It was always fun
and interesting to talk with her. She had a great memory and could
tell such wonderful stories of times past.

Tipton Lee - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Audrey, You and your family are in our thoughts and prayers. Tip
and Mary Ann Lee


