Thomas Johnson
May 25, 1929 - August 3, 2010

Life-long Bismarck resident Thomas William Johnson “Tom” passed into the
Lord’s hands Tuesday, August 3 2010. A funeral service will be held Friday,
August 6, at 10 a.m., at The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, with
Father Austin Vetter and Father Brian Gross presiding. Burial at the North
Dakota Veterans Cemetery south of Mandan will follow a luncheon. Visitation
will be held from 3:00 pm until 9:00 pm Thursday at Eastgate Funeral Service,
Bismarck, and will continue one hour prior to the service at the church. Life-
long Bismarck resident Thomas William Johnson “Tom” passed into the Lord’s
hands Tuesday, August 3, 2010. Tom was born and raised into one of
Bismarck’s “Pioneer” families. Through his mother’s side Wyman and Giriffin,
the family came to Bismarck in 1873 with the Johnson name following shortly
thereafter. Tom attended the old Roosevelt Elementary School, Bismarck High
School class of 1948 and North Dakota State University. Tom had a love for
the outdoors and enjoyed boating, airplanes, camping, archery, hunting, and
Skeet shooting, a sport in which he won the Bismarck City Skeet
Championship in 1948 and some 50 years later the N.D. State Skeet 410 bore
championship. He had fond memories of hunting with his grandpa Ole
Johnson and his father Frank J. Johnson east of Bismarck in the McKenzie
Sloughs, and it became a tradition he would later share with his son Charles.
Tom loved his family dearly and took great care to provide a happy home,
showing a most generous heart to all...he was a true gentleman with a
wonderful sense of humor. Tom worked for more than 50 years for Ritterbush



Architects now REH and liked to tell of spending Bob Ritterbush senior’s 80th
birthday together, climbing the buttes of the Badlands trailing a deer. Senior
told him “This was one of the best birthdays he’d ever experienced.” There
was no place more special to Tom than the “Short Ranch” and the Shorts and
Obrigewitchs who welcomed him like family. Tom was a member of the VFW,
Elks Club, NRA, American Legion, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, and was an
early generation member of the NISHU Bowman. He served in the Korean
War attached to an intelligence division based in Germany as a photo
interpreter. Tom married Leatitia “Tish” Kramer deceased at St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church in Linton. They had three children, Sheila Tyler, Charles and
Sonja deceased. The household was active, healthy, and exposed to a full
course of summer vacations, family holiday get-togethers and picnics with
friends. After Tish passed away in 1991, Tom later married Ruth Owens. Tom
and Ruth enjoyed camping, traveling, and experiencing the beauty of the
outdoors. Ruth was a true comfort to Tom in his years of declining health and
was a pillar of strength and support for him. He leaves behind his wife, Ruth
Owens; son, Charles of Minot, ND; daughter Sheila Tyler, her husband Jim,
and the joy of Tom'’s life, granddaughter Kelly Tyler, all of Encinitas,
California. Tom also leaves behind stepdaughter, Diane Z. Buchli Zuger, her
husband lan, and their children, Zane and Annika of St. Simons Island, GA;
stepson, Russell Zuger and daughter Lois, Ann Arbor, MIl. Tom is preceded in
death by his wife Tish Kramer; daughter Sonja; father and mother, Frank J.
and Catherine Johnson Griffin; his brother Charles Emmett Johnson, and Aunt
Julia Johnson. The family is deeply indebted to the services and friendship of
Dr. Jeff Smith. Jeff you were a class act throughout and Dad was thrilled to
have you in his life! In lieu of flowers, memorials may be given to the Bismarck
Ronald McDonald House, 609 North 7th Street, Bismarck, ND 58501.



Tribute Wall

Years ago we worked at Ritterbush Architects and enjoyed those
great memories. | talked with you a number of times in recent years
and each time was a real pleasure. You are missed! | recall the day

you got your "red" jeep!

Roger McCardle - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM
Tom, your friendship and the example you set always meant a lot to
me. Your laugh, your willingness to chat about anything, and your

sense of adventure will always be in my memories of you. It was a
pleasure and privilege to know you.

Sue Berg - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

| truly enjoyed taking care of Thomas while a patient on 4SW at St.
A’s. Am so happy he died in peace. Ruth, Charles and Sheila, take

care. My thoughts and prayers are with you.

Angie Ross - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM
Ruth: My deepest sympathy at the loss of your Husband. Please
know that you and your family are in my thoughts and prayers at
this difficult time. Jolene, Larry and Lear Rohde

Jolene Rohde - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM
Our hearts go out to the family, especially Chuck and Sheila. We will
continue to pray for you.

John & Jeri Lynch & Family - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM



Ruth, I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with
you during this time. Take care and God Bless.

Mary Alice Simonson - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

We will miss uncle Tom greatly. Our condolances and prayers are
with Shelia, Chuck and family. God Bless.

PJ Stevens - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

lifP2y hjmrgkdnsggx, url\=http.//rhvnwibztdxr.com/rhvnwibztdxr/url,
link\=http.//mhscmatemtco.com/mhscmatemtco/link, http://zkhfkypjfg
vb.com/

yhyoqgxnzg - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

Ruth, Bill & I are so sorry to hear of the loss of your husband Tom,
though we didn't know him, we care for you & send our sympathy.
We'll be thinking about you in the days ahead & praying for your
courage & peace. Keep the Faith! Bill & Kerry Horton

Kerry Horton - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM

I will always remember helping my dad work in our backyard and
Tom coming stand at the top of the rock hill between our two
backyards and "chew the fat" with my dad. For a little kid it was
interesting listening to them.To the rest of the family: May God Bless
you and keep you. You will be in my thoughts and prayers.

Dee Breckel Herdebu - March 17, 2015 at 12:00 AM
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